
Geography 
KS1 

A 
Big Picture Question: What happens if we take too much?  National Curriculum 

reference 
Vocabulary: 
 
Geographical vocabulary: season, weather, climate, change, weather pattern, atmosphere, spring, summer, autumn, winter, ocean, sea.  
 
The UK and Bahamas contextual vocabulary: deciduous, evergreen, woodland, agriculture, cathedral, ancient, city, capital city, beach, lowland, tropical, hill, nation, United 

Kingdom, government, island, prime minister, English channel. 

Children should: 
 

 identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom 

 understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the human 
and physical geography of a 
small area of the UK and of a 
small area in a contrasting, 
non-European country. 

 
 

 name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capitals of the 
United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas 

 use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study 
the geography of our school 
and its grounds, and the key 
human and physical features 
of its surrounding 
environment.  

 
 

Big concepts: 
 

Diversity 
Community 
Consequences 

 
The big concepts 
create a context for 
learning in geography 
and provide links with 
other curriculum 
areas.  
 

What we want children to know: 
UK knowledge: weather patterns  Simple comparison: Lincoln, UK and Nassau, Bahamas 

 A season is a part of the year  

 The four seasons are called spring, summer, autumn and winter 

 There is air in the atmosphere around us and above us 

 Different things happen in the air above us, and this is called the weather 

 There are different types of weather: clear (sunny in the day), clouds, rain, 
storms, snow, showers, fog, mist, sleet, thunder, hail, wind 

 In spring and summer, the days are longer and plants and trees grow 

 In autumn, leaves fall off some trees and grass stops growing 

 In water, the days are shorter and many plants and trees do not grow 

 In summer, it is usually warmer 

 In winter, it is usually colder 

 The weather changes from day to day and season to season 

Lincoln  Nassau 

A medium-sized city where many 
people live 
A castle, cathedral and other ancient 
buildings 
A river 
On a hill, not next to the sea 
Warm in summer and cool in winter 
Snow sometimes in the winter  
Rain all through the year 
Farmland and woodlands  
Deciduous and evergreen trees  
Woodland and agricultural animals  

A larger capital city where lots of 
people live 
A city by the sea with many boats 
Beaches  
On low land by the ocean 
Hot weather in every season 
No snow 
Lots of rain from May to October 
Many evergreen trees and some 
deciduous trees that lose their leaves 
for a short time  
Tropical land and sea creatures  

 

United Kingdom knowledge – foundational knowledge to be revisited throughout KS1 and revised during KS2 

 A country is land that is looked after by people in charge, called a 
government 

 A country can also be called a nation 

 The United Kingdom is made up of 4 countries called England, Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland 

 The United Kingdom is a group of islands (surrounded by water) 

 A capital city is a country’s most important city and it is the place where the 
government is  

 The capital of the UK is the city of London. 

 Other UK capitals are Edinburgh (Scotland), Cardiff (Wales) and Belfast 
(Northern Ireland) 

 The seas that surround the UK are the Atlantic Ocean, the Irish Sea, the English 
Channel and the North Sea 

 The United Kingdom is called a monarchy; this means that there is a always a 
queen or a king. 

 The government is led by the prime minister.  

Y1/2 Enquiry Y1/2 Outdoor Learning Y1/2 Map work 

 Use NF books, stories, maps, pictures/photos 
and the internet as sources of information. 

 Investigate surroundings. 

 Make simple comparisons between the features 
of different places. 

 Children are encouraged to ask simple 
geographical questions; Where is it? What’s it 
like? 

 

 Draw an outline of simple features they observe. 

 Add colour, texture and detail to prepared field 
sketches.  

 Join labels to correct features.  

 Use a camera in the field with help to record 
what they have seen. 

 Label the photo with help. 

 Use everyday language to describe features. 

 Follow directions (NSEW) 

 Draw a map of a real or imaginary place. 

 Use an infant atlas to locate places. 

 Begin to spatially match places. 

 Add labels to simple maps. 

 Follow a route on a map.  

Looking back: Builds on learning about our local environment. Links closely with science learning about changes during the year and plant/tree growth.  

 


